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Business Organizations Announce Save Jobs. Shop Local. Spend Now. Campaign
The Champaign County Chamber of Commerce in partnership with the Champaign Downtown Association, the Urbana Business Association, and the Mahomet, Rantoul and St. Joseph Chambers of Commerce are announcing a united effort to encourage cash flow in our county through the Save Jobs. Shop Local. Spend Now. campaign.

“While there are a myriad of reasons for our current economic climate, one factor is certain: consumer confidence is shaken,” said Laura Weis, president and CEO of the Champaign County Chamber of Commerce.  “We know that there isn’t much that we can do to change the national landscape at this moment, but what we can do is work together in our community to identify opportunities and solutions to help ease consumer fear.”

The campaign will be carried out in a variety of ways, including:

· In-kind media donated by WCIA television, all of the radio stations connected to the Illini Radio Group, all of the radio stations connected to the CU Radio Group and WDWS/WHMS radio;
· A walking T-shirt billboard campaign;

· Sharing articles through the publications of each organization;

· Working with our memberships to identify and help tell positive stories about businesses that are succeeding;

· Offer static decals for the business community to place on their windows and doors reinforcing the campaign’s message. These decals are provided as an in-kind contribution from Martin Graphics;

· Rotating a banner through out the community which is provided as an in-kind contribution by Twin City Tent and Awning;

· Developing mini-campaigns under this umbrella, such as the WOW – Where on Wednesdays campaign, that provide incentives for people to spend locally;

· Committing to working with other like organizations to mitigate the impact of the national economy as much as possible in or community.  

“Downtown Champaign has an eclectic mix of locally owned retailers, bars, and restaurants that can be found nowhere else,” said Mary Dennis, executive director of the Champaign Downtown Association.  Added Susan Toalson, executive director of the Urbana Business Association: “Spending your dollars at local shops and eateries you love keeps their doors open, ensuring you will be able to enjoy them for a long time to come.”
If you or your organization are interested in purchasing T-shirts or receiving a door decal, call the Chamber at 217.359.1791.  If your business or organization wishes to download the Web decal, please visit the Chamber Web site at www.champaigncounty.org.
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